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“One of the things that I have learned since I’ve
come out is that everyone wants to put me in a
box. And everyone wants me to conform to
that idea that they have about me.”
- YBG, Los Angeles
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introduction

methodology STEREOTYPS
New American Dimensions conducted a total of twelve (12) focus groups in two cities, Los Angeles and San
Francisco, according to the following specifics:

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

Group 5

Group 6

• Los Angeles
• Gay
• Ages:
A
18‐30
18 30
• African
American

• Los Angeles
• Gay
A
31‐42
31 42
• Ages:
• African
American

• Los Angeles
• Lesbian
A
18‐30
18 30
• Ages:
• African
American

• Los Angeles
• Lesbian
A
31‐42
31 42
• Ages:
• African
American

• Los Angeles
• Lesbian
A
18‐30
18 30
• Ages:
• Hispanic

• Los Angeles
• Lesbian
A
31‐42
31 42
• Ages:
• Hispanic

Group 7

Group 8

Group 9

Group 10

Group 11

Group 12

• Los Angeles
• Gay
• Ages: 18‐30
• African
American

• Los Angeles
• Gay
• Ages: 31‐42
• African
American

• San Francisco
• Lesbian
• Ages: 18‐42
• Hispanic

• San Francisco
• Gay
• Ages: 18‐42
• Hispanic

• San Francisco
• Lesbian
• Ages: 18‐42
• African
American

• San Francisco
• Gay
• Ages: 18‐42
• African
American

Groups were conducted in 2007-2008 in Los Angeles and 2008 in San Francisco by New American Dimensions
moderators and Vincent E. Vigil, Ed.Dof USC, Chris Lehtonen and Steve Spencer-Steigner from Asterix

demographicsSTEREOTYPS
In California, 4 out of 10 same‐sex couples are racial/ethnic minorities
1(a). Race/Ethnicity of Californians in Same‐Sex Couples
Whites 61%

Latino/as 25%

APIs 6%
Blacks 4%
Multiracials and others 3%

39% of
Californians
in same‐sex
couples are
racial/ethnic
minorities

Alaskan Natives &
American Indians 1%

More than half of all African‐American, API and Latino/a same‐
gender couples between the ages of 25‐55 years are raising children
of their own ((43%,, 45%,, and 62%,, respectively),
p
y), while onlyy 18% of
White same‐gender couples are raising children.

• 99.3 percent of U.S. counties
included at least one same‐
sex couple
• More
M
than
th a quarter
t off same‐
sex couples in the U.S.
included a racial or ethnic
minority.
• Gay or
o lesbian
esb a racial/ethnic
ac a /et c
minorities were more likely
to cluster in areas with large
numbers of similar
racial/ethnic minorities than
i places
in
l
with
ith hi
high
h
concentration of other gay
male and lesbian couples.
Source: 2000 U.S. Census

(continued)

EOTYPS
demographicsSTER(continued)
More than 70% of same‐sex couple’s own
children are ethnic minorities
4. Race/Ethnicity of Same‐sex Couples’ Own Children

Latino/a and African‐American same‐
gender couples with children are less
affluent than White same‐gender
couples (California)

Latino/as 53%

APIs 8%

Blacks 6%

71% of the
children are
racial/
ethnic
minorities

Some‐Gender
Some
Gender Couples
with Children

Multiracials and
others 4%
Whites 29%

Source: Race and Ethnicity of
Same‐Sex Couples in California.
Data from Census. February 2006.
The Williams Project on Sexual
Orientation Law and Public Policy.
UCLA School of Law.

Source:
http://www.sfcenter.org/pdf/OurFamilyReport.pdf
(continued)

EOTYPS
demographicsSTER(continued)
Demographic characteristics of Latino/as in inter‐ethnic
same‐sex couples, California.

Demographic characteristics of individuals within couples, California.
Same‐Sex

Inter‐ethnic

Different‐Sex

Latino/as

Non‐
Latino/as

Latino/as

Non‐
Latino/as

Female

46%

48%

50%

50%

Non‐
Latino/a

Latino/a

Both
Latino/a

Age (mean)

39.7

38.3

38.5

Age (mean)

38.4

43.7

40.0

48.1

Citizen

96%

89%

49%

Disabled

28%

19%

28%

23%

Military service

15%

11%

5%

Citizen

58%

94%

56%

91%

Public assistance

1%

1%

4%

Military service

7%

15%

7%

18%

Disabled

20%

18%

31%

Speak English well

63%

85%

61%

80%

Speak non‐English language

18%

45%

84%

Speak non‐English language

75%

15%

82%

23%

Speak English well

87%

93%

58%

Income (mean)

23 731
23,731

47 995
47,995

21 506
21,506

43 792
43,792

Income (mean)

45,960

36,490

19,830

College degree

13%

46%

8%

35%

College degree

40%

33%

7%

Public assistance

3%

2%

3%

2%

Employed

80%

79%

55%

Employed

61%

74%

58%

65%

Type of employment

Type of employment

Private for‐profit

63%

64%

80%

Private for‐profit

76%

59%

75%

61%

Non‐profit

18%

8%

4%

Non‐profit

5%

9%

4%

6%

Public

10%

18%

9%

Public

11%

17%

12%

17%

Self‐employed
Self
employed

10%

10%

7%

Self‐employed

8%

14%

9%

15%

Source: Latino/as in Same‐Sex Couples in California. Data from Census 2000. May 2005. The Williams Project on Sexual
Orientation Law and Public Policy. UCLA School of Law
http://www.law.ucla.edu/Williamsinstitute/publications/Latino‐as%20in%20same‐sex%20couples%20in%20california%20‐s.pdf

(continued)

EOTYPS
demographicsSTER(continued)
Demographic characteristics of couples with children,
children both partners aged 25
25‐55
55, California
Same‐Sex

Different‐Sex

Interracial

Both Black

Non‐Black

Interracial

Both Black

Non‐Black

Raising own children

15%

52%

32%

60%

67%

66%

Average number of own children

2.1

2.2

2.1

2.1

2.1

2.1

Age

36.1

38.5

37.7

36.9

38.0

38.6

College degree

29%

19%

23%

22%

21%

27%

Mean household income

$77,089

$57,640

$68,608

$71,593

$67,072

$79,557

Median household income

$58,000

$57,000

$52,000

$55,000

$56,200

$60,000

30%

38%

54%

46%

47%

63%

Own home
Sources: Census 2000 PUMS (5% and 1%)

who we are

Identity elements
Hispanic and African‐American gays and lesbians agree that they are commonly identified as
both minority and LGBT, but assert that they are just as much defined by being parents or
holding certain occupations. Females, in particular, anchor their identity in gender.

PERSONALITY
GENDER

PARENTHOOD

ETHNICITY/
HERITAGE

SPIRITUALITY

IDENTITY

FAMILY

For me it’s being a mom, a Latina and
then a lesbian. When you have kids it
changes the focus of how you see
yourself and how you live your life. They
(kids) become the center of your life
life.
Once you have a child I think of myself as
being a mom first and anything else
comes afterward.
‐ OHL, Los Angeles
I see myself as male first then Latino,
then gay. I don’t see myself with a role
necessarily. I’m living my life, and I go
home to my boyfriend. I think that’s the
least interesting part about me.
‐ HG,, San Francisco
If I was in a very Latino place, like in a
Mexican restaurant in east L.A., I would
behave completely different. I wouldn’t
feel comfortable talking about gay things
or bring my feminine friends because it’s
different.
‐ HG, Los Angeles

ORIENTATION

Implication
LIFESTYLE

PROFESSION

For many,
many orientation is a less important part of their identity,
identity and they resent the emphasis
that society places on it. They are men or women first, African American or Hispanic
second, a parent, a professional, and then gay or lesbian.

Hispanic and AA GL identity is multi‐
faceted. For most, sexual orientation and
ethnicity are not the sole components of
how they see themselves. Marketing and
communication to these groups should
recognize
i th
their
i sexuall orientation
i t ti without
ith t
overemphasizing it. It is important to
portray them as more complex individuals.

STEREOTYPES
impacting identity
lh
h most agree that
h id
i consists
i off many elements,
l
i
Although
identity
severall point
out that certain life experiences alter perceptions of identity and the way
people portray themselves.
Family Support
Those
h
who
h have
h
strong ffamily
il support ((and
d to
some extent religious support) have a clear
sense of identity; they appear well‐adjusted,
confident, and emotionally involved with those
around them.
Adversity = Strength
Many acknowledge that by being minority and gay,
they are often ostracized, and as a result, agree they
are stronger than those who are not both minority
and gay.
Age
Older lesbians don’t even think of themselves as
“Hispanic Lesbians”…but simply gay! And proud of it!
It’s not complex, they don’t dwell on having multi‐
faceted identity like others in the research. They want to
be viewed as part of a larger community, the gay
community. They don’t like the idea of separating
themselves “Hispanic
Hispanic, lesbian,
lesbian mother,
mother etc..
etc ” into
different categories. They really do enjoy being part of
the gay community.

I think as I’ve grown older I’m
much calmer. I’m a homebodyy
person, I love being home. I
love my partner. I love our life
together; I love my job and my
friends. I love my spirituality
practice I love direction.
practice.
direction II’m
m
much more comfortable with
who I am now that I’m older
and I’m less affected by what
others think.
‐ HL, San Francisco

Implication
Older lesbians constructed their
identities before being Hispanic
became cool. They found in the gay
community the support to develop
their identities. Ethnicity became part
of self definition only later, as they
rediscovered their forgotten cultural
heritage. Communication targeting
this ggroup
p should acknowledge
g that
they are very assimilated into
mainstream American culture.

generations

STEREOTYPS

Older respondents spoke about the differences between themselves and
their friends and gays and lesbians under 25 and drew some of the following
conclusions:

Old
Older:
Cautious and selective with whom they’re open
Comfortable with their identities
Th
Those
who
h paved
d the
th way by
b taking
t ki risks
i k and
d being
b i attacked
tt k d or criticized
iti i d
Resent younger gays who don’t have to hide their identities and don’t take it seriously

Younger:
Having an air of defiant pride
Take their orientation lightly
Irresponsible and flamboyant
Superficial and stereotypical, shifting with fashion and fads
Unappreciative, unfocused
Gay because it’s ok
Not pursuing education and goals
Trying to gold dig

We live in a era where gay is like an outfit. We
put it on and off. It has become such a fad.
‐ OBG, Los Angeles
The “rainbow lesbians” are giving everybody the
wrong impression. Society already mocks us to
begin with. It’s not about wearing baggy pants,
boxers and seeing who can have the cutest
female. It goes deeper than that. It’s a fad with
the younger generation. They think it’s cute to
be gay. All of them have the rainbow rings.
‐ OBL,
OBL Los Angeles

I have a cousin who’s 18…I remember her being
boy crazy and now she’s girl crazy. It’s like,
“You don’t even know who you are! Grow up
and figure out who you are as a person, then
you can figure out what you like.” Our
generation was more guided. The older lesbians
and gay men consoled us. This generation now
is just outrageous, going crazy.
‐ OBL, Los Angeles
The young gay community seems to be more
free. I think it’s beautiful. That’s the thing with
the people who try to fit in, they don’t have any
freedom and they will try to take it from you.
These kids that are out now are like, “You’re not
going to dictate my life to me.” That’s gay.
That’s beautiful,
f , that’s proud.
p
‐ OBG, Los Angeles

Take Away
Older perceptions of young GLs, in some
ways, mirror general older
generation/younger generation stereotypes
stereotypes.
This highlights the point that identity is not
primarily about sexual orientation and is
heavily influenced by age.

generations

STEREOTYPS

In contrast, younger lesbians, although not entirely positive,
view their older counterparts without resentment. Young
lesbians, in general, appreciate the struggles that the older
generation went through.
•

Younger Hispanic lesbians love hanging out with older Hispanic lesbians.
lesbians They find
them experienced, with advice they can trust and follow.

•

Many think it is humorous to see an older Hispanic lesbian be and act conservatively
when out in public. That is where the divide occurs between the two groups. The
younger generation feel it is their right to act out public displays of affection to their
partner,
t
b
because th
the gay community
it has
h been
b
outt and
d proud
d for
f many years.
Whereas the older generation, when first coming out, was repeatedly scorned for
their sexual preference and consequently believe displays of affection are best
behind closed doors.

Young gay respondents had mixed reactions, expressing disapproval, as well
as appreciation for older gays, who were described as:
•
•

Sugar daddies, taking advantage of younger men
Old and sad

•

Having struggled for everyone who follows

In general, younger gays are concerned and even
fearful of getting older, acknowledging that in the
gay community, sometimes 30 is considered old.
Younger
g and older ggays
y agree
g
that yyounger
g ggays
y
are promiscuous and not connected to the greater
gay community.

My mom is also gay and she loves to tell
me that she paved the way for me to
come out to our family/friends. I
quickly remind her that I was the first to
come out and she then followed. If I
hadn’t come out off the closet ffirst,, she’d
probably still be in it.
‐ YHL, Los Angeles

I had a ffriend. He’s 59 and he would tell
me how it was back then, when Castro
was a street. People could not be out
100% because they could be chased in
some areas. For me it’s much easier
being gay now than it was 20‐30 years
ago.
‐ GH, San Francisco

At times I feel like shaking some of
these girls. It’s like they get off on
being so gay and in your face. I don’t
think they take this lifestyle seriously
but act like it’s a trend.
‐ OHL, Los Angeles

NoCal versus SoCal
In some ways it’s the same old divide between northern
and southern Californians. San Franciscans equated
their SoCal counterparts with gossip and superficiality,
whereas Angelenos had nothing much to say about those
in the north.
San Franciscans seemed better adjusted, perhaps
because they enjoy:
• A greater sense of personal freedom
• Fewer issues and concerns
• Supportive environment: less ostracism and
stereotyping respondents more well‐adjusted
liberal accepting families
families, and participating
• Having liberal,
in more family bonding than other participants
Being in the Bay Area mitigates a lot of the
environmental and social ostracism that many LGBT
experience in other parts of the country
country. Some
immigrants indicated they moved to the San Francisco
for the LGBT‐friendly environment
Yes, it does make a big difference living in the Bay Area compared to
anywhere else in the world. There is a comfort.
‐ HG,
HG SSan Francisco
i
I think it’s safe here. That’s one of the reason why I moved here. I think the
whole coming out process with my family was easier here than if it would
have been in Peru.
‐ HG, San Francisco

Los Angeles gays and lesbians are seen as:
• Jaded
• Critical
• Anti‐label/Anti‐community
• Superficial
• Racist
• Segregated

LGBT’s in Los Angeles criticize the West Hollywood
crowd, saying they are more racist and superficial than
gay communities in the rest of the country.
Others say L.A. is ultra‐segregated by ethnicity and
orientation. “We’re not a rainbow, we’re a salad bar;
every once in a while you get a bean in the lettuce.”

Absolutely, we keep coming back to this West Hollywood
thing and I think the gay community in itself has become
the most un‐proud, ignorant, bigoted, racist bunch of
faggots I have ever had the pleasure to walk down the
street next to. Everybody should go to New York and see
what gay pride is like. Here is really just disgusting.
‐ OBG, Los Angeles

I think the Latino community in general
is a tricky thing for a lot of people… how
to market to Latinos in general because
we’re so diverse amongst each other.
There’s the language issue, and what’s
the difference between American Latinos
and those born abroad, and on top of
that… how to market to the Queer
Latino…
‐HG, San Francisco
I think they’re more united: if you’re
Black, you’re Black, but for Hispanics, we
can be Mexican, Cuban, etc. The
difference is that we as Hispanics are still
trying to get over the hump of being 1st
or 2nd generations. African Americans
have been here longer
longer. If we get past
that, we could be more unified.
‐ HG, San Francisco
It’s important because the language is
part of my identity; I use it on a daily
basis. Not jjust at home,, but at work as
well. And I take pride in having a second
language and being able to understand it
and write it and speak it fluently. My
parents always instilled that in us to
keep up the language.
‐ HG, Los Angeles

Implication
Remember that Hispanics in the
U.S. are not a cultural solid block.
Referring to particular national
LGBT movements
movements, activist leaders,
leaders
historical events or intellectuals
may result appealing when
communicating to LGBT of different
nationalities.

heritage
Diversityy within diversityy
The Hispanic gay community is marked by a diversity that is
rooted in its members having different countries of origin.
This was most apparent in San Francisco, where participants
eyed each other like distant strangers, failing to bond as the
other focus groups did.
The land of freedom
The experience for LGBT Hispanics is often intertwined
with their arrival (or their parents arrival) in the United
States. Coming out shortly after arrival, many found
their gay lifestyle dovetailing with their new American
lifestyle.
Cultural connect
Hispanic LGBT’s seemed more likely than AA’s to discuss their
cultural
l
l heritage
h i
as a source off pride,
id starting
i with
i h the
h SSpanish
ih
language. Even U.S. born Hispanics were equally proud of
their Hispanic heritage and the success of their immigrant
parents. They were more likely than African Americans to want
to be appealed to specifically through their culture in media.
Cultural disconnect
We saw that some Hispanic lesbians in the older group
didn’t feel such a strong cultural identification. This is
explained by the times in which they were raised.
g manyy of these women mayy have been children of
Although
immigrants, they grew up in American culture. Back then
the primary language was English, they never spoke
Spanish outside the home, and Spanish‐language media
was not on the rise.

Black people are raised to hate
homosexuals. You hear it in your family.
You find lots of Black gay men that date
outside their race, won’t even look at
another Black man because,
because first of all,
all
being gay itself is “disgusting and wrong”
and, secondly, you want to have sex with
one of your Black brothers too?!? Oh, no,
that’s nasty” and they will let you know it
right away.”
‐ OBG, Los Angeles
Being both gay and African American,
there’s a lot of richness there. We have a
lot to offer in any situation. We’re so
diverse, way beyond who we like to sleep
with and the color off our skin. There’s so
much knowledge and creativity. There’s so
much dedication that gay Black people
happen to have. We tend to be very
strong in a lot of ways…emotionally
strong…and we are very colorful.
‐ YBG, Los Angeles
The Black community is one of the most
homophobic communities in America…and
very hypocritical because if you walk into
any church you will not see bigger queens
then you will see in there. And they are
lleading
di the
h choir
h i and
d preaching
hi and
d
people sit there in church and make
excuses.”
‐ OBG, Los Angeles

Implication
Education, education, education is
the key for increasing tolerance
and acceptance among this group.

heritage
Facing sharp rejection
The AA community has a clear, unwavering code
against homosexuality, rooted in the church.
Coming out, many gay Black males face negative
responses
p
from all sides:
 Friends
 Family
 The church
 Their community at large

They feel no longer welcomed at home, social events, community hangouts,
clubs, basketball courts, or in the church, many feel a keen sense of isolation.
Reactions are not as severe for AA lesbians.
They reported losing Black friends and church
friends, especially female friends, but gaining
some male ones.

Cultural richness
Despite resenting the homophobia they perceive in the
AA culture, AA homosexuals also celebrate other
aspects of their heritage: creativity, knowledge,
strength, dedication, etc.

I wasn’t accepted. I was called sissy and teased
and chased. It was really difficult for me. So
instead of trying to embrace and find myself in
that world, I ostracized myself and found
myself in a community of all Whites at my
catholic church. I never felt comfortable in the
Black community for those reasons.
‐ AA Ethno, Los Angeles

I can’t talk to none of my homies about it,
because as soon as they find out about it,
it then
I’m a little fag, and they won’t want me
around. Then they’ll think I’m soft even though
I’m the same nigga that had your back
yesterday when you were getting your ass
beat, before I told you that I was gay.
‐ YBG, Los Angeles

AA family
and Friends
The emphasis on family was a noticeable difference between AA and
Hispanic LGBT.
For many, what friends and co‐workers think about homosexuality was as
important if not more important than what family members think.
AA’s tended to comment quickly on their relationship with family
members, saying simply that some accepted it, others did not. Often
mothers “knew” or suspected and accepted it easily, while fathers tended
to ignore and deny.
Many say their families either accepted or simply ignored it
it. While none
deny or hide their orientation, some:
 Don’t discuss with some family members,

For me to even be here is a step for me because
I don’t announce myself.
y f In myy experience
p
watching other people come out I see their
careers go down and I can’t afford to do that. I
care more about my career so I really can’t
afford to have other people’s opinions effect
my paycheck.
‐ YBL, Los Angeles
l

 Play it down at work. Fear of possible damage to career.

This level of ostracism was not mentioned by our Hispanic respondents,
most of whom agreed their family and friends accepted their lifestyle
choice more readily.

I think White gay males are able to be more flamboyant
because in Latino communities you cannot cut away your
family. White males might be more able to cut away
family and act the way they really are. American culture
is more about individualism whereas Latinos are more
about family.
‐ HG, San Francisco
I’ve heard, “don’t say that, don’t say this… you sound
like a girl,” from my family.
‐ YHG, Los Angeles
When I think about who has made me who I am I think of
my family. The values they instilled in me as I grew up
have made me who I am today.
‐ OHL, Los Angeles

Hispanic
f il
family
Hispanics on the other hand, placed a lot of emphasis on family as an
essential p
part of their lives,, and:
 Credit their families for being the people they are today
 Describe in extensive detail the reactions of family members during
their childhood, before and after coming out
 Demonstrate a strong sense of family responsibility

My dad doesn’t accept the fact. When I did come out to
him I was shunned, he was like no this can’t happen. My
father and I don’t speak at all, since 1992. Because I’m
gay, we almost had a physical altercation. He said he
was going to beat the gay out of me, and we haven’t
spoken since. I tried recently to see how he’s doing, and
he just doesn’t want anything to do with me.
‐ OHG, Los Angeles

 Feel high pressure to follow traditional gender roles
 Appreciate trusted family members that they could confide in before
and after coming out.
Some acknowledge that because of the prominence of family, they can’t
be as completely free or open as they’d like.

Implication
F il is
Family
i att the
th core off the
th Hispanic
Hi
i culture.
lt
Hispanics often think about family as related to
support, contribution, heritage, and other positive
attributes. The power of tradition, embodied in
the family, however, can be a source of anxiety
for Hispanic LGBT who may fear rejection from
their loved ones and having to chose between
family or their sexual orientation. Messages
targeting this group connect but understanding
this struggle.

Many express wanting their own families‐‐approximately half of gays and
lesbians in our research, Hispanic or African American, were either
currently parents or wanted to be parents.

I remember as a child they said homosexuality
was a White man’s disease. I remember hearing
th t iin church
h h as partt off Bl
t
th
that
Blackk hi
history…they
brought us here and gave us that.
‐ OBG, Los Angeles
When I was 10 my dad gave the choice to pretend
I was Catholic or move out off the house.
‐ HG, Los Angeles
I went to a Catholic school, and I saw how bad it
could be, but I learned a lot, so I took the parts
that I liked from it. There is good stuff there, and
that’s what I care about.
‐ GH, San Francisco
I was raised Catholic and I knew from the
beginning it wasn’t going to work for me. My
parents are very religious and by the time I was 16
I was already looking for other religions. I became
Mormon and some other stuff. I could hear people
behind me talking crap about being gay or making
fun, and I remember that was the last time I went
there.
‐ OHG,
OHG Los Angeles
We go to church. Go to different churches. I’m
very spiritual. If someone were to invite me to a
church I am very cautious of where I go …I went to
g is me. I
a bible studyy and all off a sudden the target
feel as if I should be able to walk into a church
naked and get treated fairly.
‐ OBL, Los Angeles

religion and church
Internal and external conflicts
While AA were more likely to struggle with the
external aspects of being socially accepted in
church, Hispanic LGBT’s struggle with the internal
reconciliation of their faith with their orientation.
Hispanics comment frequently on the difficulty of
continuing in the faith of their parents, the Roman
Catholic church. A former Muslim said she could
never return to a mosque because Islam has such
strong rules about how women live. Lesbianism is
out of the question.
LGBT‐friendly?
p for
Some AA Lesbians sayy theyy don’t ggo to church except
funerals and weddings. If they were to attend church, it
would have to be LGBT‐friendly. In Los Angeles, some
have church homes or even leadership roles in their
church.
All agree that
h they
h are spiritual
i i l and
d have
h
a relationship
l i hi
with God, but they struggle with the homophobic
messages that are delivered in many churches.
Faced with contradictions between their sexual
orientation and their spiritual needs, Hispanic and
AA LGBT’s choose to accept or reject certain parts
of the church’s message, or join churches that are
LGBT friendly.

relationships
After coming out, many found support and friendship in the greater LGBT
community. Most participants in our research said that they have a broad
spectrum of friends, including those of various ethnicity, age, gender and
orientation,
orientation but say their closest relationships have been with gays and
lesbians of their own ethnicity.
Latinas in Los Angeles say they connect with other Latinas in their shared
heritage, traditions, and language. The choice to remain strongly connected
j as important
p
for younger,
y
g , 2nd ggeneration
within the Latino communityy is just
Latinas as it is for the older generation. For many, their first language was
Spanish, and the environment in which they grew up in was predominantly
Latino. Sticking to what you know best is the ideal that many of these
women live up to.
With
i h some exceptions,
i
many prefer
f to date
d
their
h i own ethnicity.
h i i
For most,
it’s about increased understanding, but some mention having an easier time
bringing a lover of the same ethnicity around friends and family members –
everyone is more comfortable, both the lover and the larger group. Some
agree that dating someone of your own ethnicity reduces problems in the
relationship.
p Black men sayy that other Black men can relate and empathize
p
with the challenges of being Black in America. One said, as he’s getting
older, he’s returning to his roots and feels more complete with another
Black man.
Most respondents meet people through work, friends, clubs, and bars and
think
h k relationships
l
h fall
f ll into one off two categories: meaningless
l
fling
fl or
“commitment ring.”

What I found out when I came out is that the Black gay
community is very supportive, they let me be me. They
listen to me, support me, love me, and let me be
myself. For me the gay experience has been very
positive
positive.
‐ YBG, Los Angeles
I personally like dating Latinas. I just feel that there is
more connection, talking in Spanish. With my partner,
my parents and my family love her.
‐ YHL, Los Angeles
Growing up I would definitely say the gay Black
community is very welcoming and open and everybody
that I’m around gets along.
‐ AA ethno, Los Angeles
My core group of friends are Black, all five of them.
‐ BG, San Francisco
There is a sense of more connection and maintaining
that community. The connection is in lots of levels,
being lesbian, then being a Latina lesbian. Not that we
allll h
have the
h same experience, but
b cultural
l
l things,
h
references to things… food, things you grew up with,
TV, not having to explain things. It’s easier with
parents. You can talk to them in Spanish.
‐ YHL, Los Angeles
You don’t have to be g
gayy for
f me, but I do prefer
p f myy
friends to be Black because there at times where
another Black person is going to understand what a
Black person is saying. I have some good White
friends, that I love to death, but when it comes down to
it my other friends are the only ones who are going to
understand if I tell them something that happened to
me on the street. The White friends may be able to
sympathize, but my Black friends will understand what
happened to me on the street. There’s a big difference I
think.
‐ BG, San Francisco

what we think

community
I got lucky when I first moved here. I met this group
with Asians and Blacks who are very close‐knit. But I
try to gravitate towards minority ethnic groups. I’ve
been fortunate enough to have a nice multicultural
mix.
‐ BG, San Francisco
When I started going out to gay clubs and socializing
I kind of stayed in the community where it was very
Latin oriented. I actually experienced more
discrimination with my own as opposed to going to
West Hollywood and other places.
‐ OHGN,
OHGN Los Angeles
I wonder, how could a gay man who understands
how it feels to be persecuted, who understands how
it feels to be made less than a man, point the finger
at somebody else and say such a hideous thing.
Then I thought,
g , well,, a racist is a racist,, but myy
primary thought was how could you make fun at
anybody when you know what it’s like. They crawl
out of their trailer in Iowa and they get a gym
membership and now they are hip.
‐ OBG Los Angeles
I realized
li d Whit
White gay men are more racist
i t th
then
straight men.
‐ BG, San Francisco
As far as the Black community…I’m not connected in
any way. Like he says, I’m forced to create my own
community, whether it be a Black community or
Black gay community or gay community...I’m forced
to have my little pockets of communities because
they may say, “oh there’s that fag.”
‐ YBG, Los Angeles

Respondents were familiar with and adept at coping from ostracism from families
and communities. Some criticized the gay community, particularly in Los Angeles,
as having no backbone. Frustration and dissatisfaction with the gay community
lead many to create smaller, personal communities that demonstrate respect and
pride.
One respondent in L.A. remarked, “It needs to stop being all about asking
masculine and more about being a man, and who you’re representing. I would
lik
l b
i d ffor b
i the
h iindividuals
di id l as opposed
d to the
h
like to see people
be appreciated
being
clone mentality.” When personal communities are created they draw upon the
best of each community involved.
African
American/
Hispanic
Interest‐
based

Gay

Personal
Community
Age

Straight

Multi
Multi‐
cultural

D
community

Specific criticism of the African‐American gay community
includes pointing out that it is:
• Disrespectful
Di
f l
• Un‐unified
• Full of discrimination
• Dramatic
a a c
AA gays in L.A. complained about excessive “drama” in the
Black LGBT community, saying that while they would prefer to
date Black gays and lesbians, they cannot. They socialize and
d t outside
date
t id off the
th community.
it

Personally speaking, I think that Black gay men judge
more. But let Patrick show up at a function or a club,
with a Caucasian guy. I can probably see all of his
friends and people around him like “What are those two
doing over there?” and he can say “You know what?
Tommy just really fulfills me, and completes me. I
understand him, he understands me.” And people don’t
see that. What they see is you should be with your own
kind. I feel like we… we’re prejudiced against our own
selves
selves.
‐ YBG, Los Angeles
That’s the challenging part of being Black, that issue of
where do you fit. I didn’t always fit in the Black straight
world or the Black gay world because I was attracted to
White males so I really had to find my own niche in the
world.
‐ AA Ethno, Los Angeles

This characteristic of the community may be rooted in what
respondents feel is both a Los Angeles stereotype and reality,
nevertheless, it creates a lack of community for African‐
American gays in Southern California.
In the African‐American lesbian community, respondents note
that some relationships seem to be marked with a fair amount
of physical violence
violence.
• When younger, some said they reacted to labels
with violence.
• Studs are beaten up by straight men; femmes are
harassed
harassed.
• High emotions in relationships and arguments often
turn into fistfights.

the down-low
Many gay men opt to keep their sexuality on the down‐low
down low to avoid being
ostracized in their communities.
The concept of being gay on the down‐low is especially prominent
amongg African‐American men because theyy face strongg taboos
against homosexuality and expectations of Black masculinity.
Boys are raised to be strong, athletic, and tough.
Many succumb to the pressure to appear masculine by living dual,
disconnected lives: The public life with a girlfriend or wife and
family, and the private life with other gay men.

Many Hispanics recognized similar stereotypes in their community, but very few
Hispanic males talked about leading fake heterosexual lives complete with
girlfriend or wife.
Lesbians assert that women will not stay on the down‐low for long because they
tend to become emotionally connected and eventually end up leaving their
husbands or boyfriends.
Gay men and women that are out strongly resent those who keep themselves
on the down‐low for living a lie,
lie creating drama,
drama and many refuse to date them
them.

It’s harder in the Black community. Who do you go
to talk about it? The church is supposed to be my
extended family, but they already told me that I’m
an abomination to God. I can’t go to my parents
because they believe everything the church is
saying. I can’t go to my boys I’m playing ball with
because they’ll be looking at me going, “This fag...”
‐ YBG, Los Angeles

They re doing things on the down‐low
They’re
down low in back
alleys or whatever so they don’t use protection.
They have themselves believing that they aren’t
gay so the gay disease of AIDS doesn’t apply to
them.
‐ BG, San Francisco
There is a huge emphasis with being overly
masculine. You’d be amazed how many people
wouldn’t believe that you can be a man of color
and be gay! It’s a racist perception. This is big
within the Hispanic culture, at least in my
experience.
p
‐ HG, San Francisco
If you’re on the down‐low, you’re not being a man
at all, because you don’t take responsibility for
who you are and what you do. It’s self‐loathing.
‐ OBG, Los Angeles
There’s more pressure in our community to uphold
certain stereotypes…that’s how the DL man was
created in the Black community. The DL thing is
nothing new; it’s been going on for years in all kind
of cultures, White, Black, Puerto Rican, Chinese.
There are men and women who don’t want to deal
with their sexuality and they’re out there sneaking
around.
‐ YBG, Los Angeles

bisexuality
Bisexuality in the Hispanic
community is just a label
to get away with sleeping
with
h men b
because off allll
the social and family
pressure. They are not
actually bisexual but it’s a
way for them to be gay
sometimes.
‐ GH, San Francisco.

Some lesbians are put off
by the thought of someone
having been with a man or
being with one again in
the future. I know some
people that will not even
bother dating bisexuals or
those who blame them for
the STD epidemic within
our community.
‐ OHL Los Angeles

Some say bisexuality goes hand in hand with being on the DL – if you say you’re bisexual,
you’re in denial. “Get your ass off the fence and decide who you want to be with.” Others
believe it’s an excuse or public persona that’s socially acceptable and the best of both
worlds.
• Gay men in L.A. agree that if you’re attracted to other men, you’re gay and that’s it.
• Hispanic & AA Lesbians in S.F. agree that true bisexuality doesn’t exist, you’re
either straight, gay, or on your way.
• In S.F., gays tend to see bisexuality as a stage of transition, calling it “bi‐curious.”
• In L.A., some gays and lesbians believe that being attracted to both genders is okay
if you’re honest about it, with all people involved.
• Some say sexuality is fluid and it evolves. They mention that you can’t predict who
you’ll be attracted to and that they wouldn’t want to conform or live inside a box.
• In general, younger respondents tended to be more accepting of bisexuality, while
older scrutinized it as dishonesty.
There were also differences between gay and lesbian respondents. In the gay community,
bisexuality means being sexually attracted to both men and women. In the lesbian
community
community, bisexuality is considered simultaneous relationships with a man and a women
women.
Many are resented because they are cheating and considered on the fence, playing the
game, or experimenting. In the lesbian community, some scrutinize women who have
biological children and call them fake lesbians or bisexuals.

stereotypes

STEREOTYPS

For all the progress made, stereotypes about gay and lesbians persist. While
some simply dismiss them, others resent being labeled and lumped into these
categories and being expected to behave a certain way.

S
Stereotype

R li
Reality

Promiscuous, addicted to sex.
Among gays – Hispanics are
stereotyped as very effeminate
Latin lovers, Blacks as Mandingo
fantasy sex objects.

Some say they had their “days” when they first came
out, but like young heterosexuals, it’s just a phase
that you grow out of.

Incapable of or not interested in
long term monogamous
relationships.

In reality, the majority of our participants were
currently in stable relationships.

Flamboyant: speaking with a lisp
and effeminate behavior (men),
overly masculine “butchy” behavior
(women).

Strong cultural norms about masculinity are present in
both Hispanic and AA communities. Effeminate
mannerisms were rejected by AA and Hispanic gays in
both markets.

In Los Angeles, there were more stereotypes that were not mentioned in San
Francisco.
 Incapable of being good mothers or fathers.
 Infected with HIV/AIDS
 In shape and always at the gym.
gym (Some say to this is somewhat true as many try to
signal they are healthy…not HIV‐positive).
 Pedophiles, or at a minimum, a bad influence on children.

Enough of the stereotypes already! They were
fun, they served a purpose. Back in the 70’s
and 80’s maybe the stereotypes were
necessary and a good thing, they allowed
people to laugh so people could get
comfortable with us. But now that people
realize that we exist, we might as well be
normal, whatever that means.
‐ OHL, Los Angeles
I spent the night over a White guy’s house and
they treat me like I’m a prize at their parties.
‐ BG, San Francisco
The image has shifted from “lets party, lets
have a good time” to “let me see your gym
membership.”
‐ OBG,
OBG Los Angeles
There are people with their insecurities or
something they are uncomfortable with where
they might want to put a label on you or
stereotype you. It could be anything. I just
had a guy tell me II’m
m not Black enough.
enough
‐ OBG, Los Angeles
I’m from El Salvador. I came from a
background that is very Catholic and very
conservative, and coming out to them was
veryy hard because theyy have this perspective
p p
for a gay, cross‐dressing or acting feminine.
‐ GH, San Francisco
Most of the gay clubs in L.A. or S.F. too,
generally 80% are feminine. They are like,
“What’s
What s up girl…”
girl… That
That’ss not me. My friends,
my White guys tell me that I don’t act like
that. It bothers me because they have these
stereotypes. You gotta be very queen.
‐ GH, San Francisco

stereotypes

STEREOTYPS

Lesbians discussed a general lack of respect for them and their relationships.
Lesbians say heterosexual men, in particular, give them a lot of difficulty.
Many studs say men often “challenge” them, either verbally, or by physically
attacking them. They are belittled and told they “are just trying to be men.”
Femmes or “lipstick
lipstick lesbians”
lesbians say that straight men mock them,
them ask to watch
or participate in their sexual encounters, and insult or harass them when
turned down.
They’ve been told that they are:





Sex addicts
Just experimenting
Just freaks or party animals who want to have a good time.
Not “really” lesbian, they just haven’t had a good man yet.

In Los Angeles, AA femmes mentioned another layer of disrespect… from
within their own community. One lesbian said that gender role stereotypes
have been adopted in the lesbian arena. Femme‐femme relationships are
not taken seriously by others, nor are stud‐stud relationships. As a result,
two femmes together often find themselves pressured by both studs and
straight men.
men
The Hetero World
– Male+Female=“Normal”
– Female+Female= “Sexy, not serious”
– Male+Male= “What!? No way!”

The LGBT World
– Stud+Femme=“Normal”
– Femme+Femme= “Sexy, not serious”
– Stud+Stud= “What!? No way!”

People think we’re playing. All the
time. They think it’s a joke.
‐ YBL,
YBL Los Angeles
When you’re in this lifestyle you have
to have a thick skin. You’re going to
get ridiculed by so many people for
being who you are – like when a man
tries to talk to you and you turn him
down. There’s a lot of disrespect that
goes within the lesbian community
itself, either you’re not lesbian enough,
or you have a child so you’re definitely
not lesbian. There are certain things
that you have to have a thick skin for
and let it roll off you because you have
to know who you are.
‐ YBL, Los Angeles
They assume studs are trying to be
men or if two femmes are together, it’s
just a sexual thing and it can’t be any
different than that. That’s just what I
don’t like,
like there’s a lot of prejudging
prejudging.
‐ YBL, Los Angeles
Being a feminine couple, we get away
with a lot more, we can kiss in public
and
d nobody
b d will
ill thi
thinkk ttwice
i about
b t it
it.
‐ YBL, Los Angeles

invisible
Slowly moving forward…
Most participants felt there was very little LGBT
representation in the media. A few suggested that “there’s
money now in being gay” and point to shows like Queer as
Folk Will & Grace,
Folk,
Grace and The L Word.
Word A few mentioned the
younger brother on Ugly Betty as being “a big step forward.”

…but still not enough
If disagreeing on the amount,
amount our participants agreed on this: whatever LGBT
representation there is in media is nearly always White. They are keenly aware
of the LGBT presence on TV…and who’s NOT on TV.
Uncommon appearances
Noah’s Arc was mentioned repeatedly as being one of
the rare instances of Black gays shown on TV. But even
Noah’s Arc failed to represent the diversity in the Black
male community…described by some as WEHO gays, to
which folks on “the
the other side of the tracks
tracks” couldn
couldn’tt
relate.
One respondent recalled an episode of “Girlfriends”
where a same sex couple
p went through
g the adoption
p
process. She was delighted that it was a positive
portrayal of professional people…not “ghetto rainbow‐
wearing” lesbians.

I think that I want to be represented as
who I am, which is an intelligent, well
spoken, sports loving, career oriented
Black gay man. I don’t think I fit into a
stereotype and I think it will help our
society to see people like myself so you
can see we’re normal. We’re doctors,
teachers, engineers, we do it all. I own a
home and I love God and I’m just like
everybody else. I don’t want to be put into
a category
g y like “this is what g
gay
y people
are.”
- AA Ethno
I think the more you start to show gay
people as normal, then middle America
will realize we’re not the perverts and
child molesters. There are some in our
community as well, like the straight world,
but there’s so much more to us.
BG, San Francisco
If you’re going to do a Black gay show,
don’t let Black and gay override it being a
good show.
show It just happens to be these
people are Black and gay and, yes, they
do face problems…show them as threedimensional characters.
-YBG, Los Angeles
We’re portrayed a lot as objects, but I
don’t see a lot of portrayals as successful
business men, as people of industry. As
independent people who have their own
businesses as a lot of us do. They portray
us as bombshells the same way the do
with women, to objectify us. If they are
doing a photo shoot of a resort in Palm
springs its always two White men. They
never portrait us as equals when it comes
to industry and the amount of money we
make.
- OHG, Los Angeles

include us…
Several mention Frontiers magazine, but say they never
see “normal” looking gays, or multicultural gays featured.
It’s all “torso, biceps, and flesh.” This perception is only
partially true as shown in the magazine cover to the left
left.
Several point out that some countries in Europe and Latin
America have considerably more LGBT advertising,
including some that feature people of color.

The few efforts are memorable
Respondents perceived that there’s little advertising featuring
LGBT’s, virtually none featuring African American or Hispanic
LGBT
b an IKEA ad
d ffeaturing
t i a gay couple,
l b
LGBT. SSome remember
butt
say that was a rare (and welcome) exception to the norm.
Others mention the Bud Light rainbow advertising, saying
that ads like that show that companies are taking the gay
dollar seriously. In San Francisco, AA men said they often
see gays in print advertising, but only for HIV medication.

You want there to be exposure and
representation but they are only doing it
because they want your money. It’s only
recently that all these companies realized
that there is a lot of spending money here.
here
The thing that bugs me about advertising
towards us is because they’re still
marginalizing. You still only see it in
publications and you won’t see it in Time
Magazine.
- GH, San Francisco
Being a member of HRC, I get information
on that a lot. I have a whole booklet on
what companies support gays and lesbian.
They give them a rating system for
providing
p
g benefits and gay
g y related hiring
g
practices. We don’t shop at Radio Shack,
certain gas stations like Arco and Toys R
Us. IKEA is alright. We wrote a letter to
them after they had a gay couple in one of
their ads.
- AA Ethno, Los Angeles
I would say if we had our baby and they
had us in a commercial representing
lesbian women it would be wonderful. It
would be different, it would be great. That’s
something I would totally want to see and I
know other lesbian women would love to
see that.
its nott just
th t So
S you know
k
it
j t some sex
addict thing, it’s a beautiful thing, and it’s a
family thing. I would love to see something
like that.
- YBL, Los Angeles
Gay advertising
G
d
ti i iis silly,
ill it’s
it’ over the
th top
t
stereotypical. It’s what Americans want to
see.
- GH, San Francisco

include us…
Most participants embrace the idea of being marketed to directly.
There is universal agreement that they want to be included in the media, and
portrayed accurately – as professional, loving, responsible, multicultural
people with morals. Messaging aimed at them should be inclusive and
subtle it doesn’t
subtle…it
doesn t need to be “saturated
saturated with rainbows
rainbows.” Our participants
said that the company that does this will definitely capture their attention,
and very likely, their business.

LGBT Tourism sets an example to follow
Some point to the travel industry as one of the better
examples of reaching out to the gay community.
Delta and American Airlines, Carnival Cruise Lines
were all mentioned.
Hispanic and AA LGBT feel that media could do a better job
representing the diversity of the community by:
• Portraying LGBT’s of different ethnicities and countries of
origins.
• Creating
C ti more characters
h
t th
thatt are successful
f l professionals.
f i
l
• Showing characters that look like real people, not only perfect
models.
• Representing LGBT with very different styles, personalities
and appearances.
• Connecting with them not only through LGBT specialty
publications, but also through general market media.

Beer companies love putting two White guys
with a rainbow flag to sell their beer but
even that type of stuff you don’t see black
faces on.
‐YBG, Los Angeles

We are the biggest minority group but they
probably think that they can just put a
blanket and say gay, but it’s just a standard
conception about homosexuals. I don’t really
know any advertisement directed towards
gay Latinos; they are all towards middle‐
aged Whites.
‐ YHG, Los Angeles
l

I think of the gay community as very diverse,
but we get the idea that being gay is very
White because that’s all we see in the
magazines, ads.
‐ GH, San Francisco

If they had a Puerto Rican man in a Calvin
Klein or Armani add, I would buy it. Just to
see that, we’re such loyal customers, if
someone were to do that we would love
them forever.
‐ OHG, Los Angeles
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